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A New Gladiator Enters the National Arena
rfHERE Bfe Certain sins, not difficult to read.

I which irotlkl seem to indicate that this nation is
I approaching BtW legislative era, an era which

II k the third distinct period of the kind within the
mnon Oi tbf PCCKIII generation.

link m the days of the Mckinley tariff it was in

strv t li.it received the attention of the lawmakt TS,

Then labor pushed its way to the front and now ue
the firmer. Tower fully organized, united in his

jJlircs, the agriculturist stands waiting the coming
J

'

j t i oiigrcss to step forward with a program for
farw legislation which, if accepted, will bring about

vi change! In the nation as have any of the mens
iLg ice1 during the last 20 years at the behest of

industry or labor.
. ulture has long lagged behind the movement

,,f th w toward combination. This slowness to re-

spond to the impulse of all modern industrialism to
combii resource! and to do business on a large scale
!

v h due in part to the fact that the farmer is an

pHIS ia the firat of two articles on
the great "farm movement" in the

United States. It summarizes the
growth of co-operati- on and organiza-
tion among the farmers and reveals
some degree of the astonishing
strength and scope of their activities.

As "once the embattl'd farmers
stood and fired the shot heard round
the world," so the farmers of today are
preparing to enter upon a legislative
battle for what they consider their
economic freedom.

A second article will deal with the
farmer's grievances and will outline
the program of legislation which he is
determined Congress shall conaider.
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Jist. but at any event, tnc tarmcr remained
ring all the earlier years of the era of or
n and

cer than five years ago there were many who
! the feasibility of the Fedeial Para Loan on
d that the American farmer is constitutionally

"
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chosen The market the products oi their members
and purchase machinery, lumhrr. oOatl, tertiher. Hour,
butter and other cOfSfBOdfties. At the close i the ear
there is a fixed three per cent dividend t stockholders
and a distribution of profits or savings, the individual
member's return being prorated according to the busi-
ness he did with the exchange.

The lare central exchanges i tins society are sit-

uated at Denver, k.ois. ( ify, c bicago and Luna, Ohio.
These are also stock corporations, the stockholders U-in-

the local exchanges. There is a three per cent div-
idend and a distribution of profits The Equity-Unio- n

conducts what is probably the largest CO opera-
tive creamery in the nation at Aberdeen, South Da
kota. doing a bttsinesf ol approximately $10,000,000 a
year.

To obtain a sense of the scope of the present farm
organization movement, however, one must also in. ike a
brief survey of the class of organizations which ar
not distinctly cooperative but represent the general
farm interests. La doiny this one naturally bgms with
the Grange, of which it is scarcely necessary to say
more than that it is the oldest and best known, as well
as one of the most powerful aid extensive of all farm
bodies. It was organized in 1866 and its annual meet-
ing is attended by 4,()ou delegates representing 600,000
members, most of whom are in the itatet 01 14 ine,
New Hampshire, New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio and
Michigan.

The National Board of I arm Or,r - - a
confederation of thirteen large national farm organ-
izations. In a sense it is the clearing bouse through
which they voice their sentiment on national legisla-
tion. It has headquarters at Washington and is one
ot the most powerful exponents before the public 01
the common thought and interest of the American farm.

An organization with a somewhat similar purpose,
although essentially political, is the Farmers' National
Council, a bureau conducted at Washington. In spite
of many bitter controversies with more conservative
and less political farm organizations, the National
Council has survived for 10 years and is more active
today than ever before.

A national body which is quite unique bl its organ-
ization is the Farmers' National Congress. It H a
pioneer national agricultural body growing out of a
meeting of representative farmers in 181. From that
year it has met annually to discuss agricultural prob-
lems and political questions relating to farm interest!
and is one of the most powerful exponents of the agri-
culturist. It is constituted of members named h the

governors of states or bv the state
agricultural society, in case the

ygrsC COnoUCiing any son oi Business in coniDina
,on Since then this project has taken root in even

rjcl ' tanning communities and to its influeno
BUI be attributed the awakening of the farmer to the

Elective effort
I rate farm mortgages have revealed in an

astoni way the supreme position of the land as
jeeurit) in times of stress and the farmer, realizing
that h is 'n pOtKttion of the premier security of the

a, has made up his mind that he must organize
U tfce bett means of promoting and protecting his
interest.

Of course, farm organizations of some sort have ex-

ited it the United States tor 75 years. The Grange,
he Farmer!1 Union! and the Equity Societies hav

Sen uik easing champions of the need for united ef-hav- c

done practically all the pioneer work.
t aai v years they were only moderately successful.

That they lived through the long, lean period is a
tribute to the courage, the purpose and the farsightedn-
ess of the men who directed them. Now the tide has
turned. The movement has suddenly gained strength
and has developed such an impulse toward organizat-
ion, ittch a haste to catch up, such a belief in the
efficacy of organization, that the multiplicity of move-
ments, unions, bureaus, councils,
societies. boards, federations ami

scant opportunity to observe their purpose, but it secm
altogether probable that the intent ot those who have
ipOBSOred them in to fashion then into opening wedges
through which entrance may be forced into the inner
councils of the farm movement It is I shrewd plan
and may be fairly accepted as proof that at least some
of the captains of trade recognize the quarter from
which the next great national movement is coming.

No doubt the branching out of the farmers' retail,
wholesale and manufacturing enterprises has been par-
tially responsible for awakening tbeSC nun to what is

taking place. Six years ag there was said to be not
over 5l)0 or 0H) concerns in the United
States. Today the number exceeds 4,000, handling,
the secretary of agriculture estimated in the last an-

nual report of his department, upward of $1,500,000,000
annually through the marketing of farm products, the
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governor fails to act. Members of
the congress must be men engaged
in agriculture and are usually rep-
resentative and leading figures in
their states, often with a national
reputation. The significant feature
of the Farmers' National I grass
is the annual platform of resolu-
tions, always a comprehensive U-
tterance in behalf of the American
farm. It is represented in VYash- -

.I t 1 V t fl l

confederations becomes almost cont-

using.
tl of the mere titles of

those national organizations that
are concerned with the general ag-
ricultural interest is impressive.
There art the Granges, the several
Societies of Equity, the National
Coaference on Marketing and Farm
Credits, the National Co-operati-

ve

Association, the Farmers' Educat-
ional and ve Union of
America, the National Farmers'
Congress, the Farmers' National
Council, tbl National Federation of
l arm Bureaus, and the American
Agricultt.r Organization Societ
Of the ki if organizations named
only thm tend back in origin to
the la-- 1 i uny and the majorit
nave com into being in the last
decade. le several of the most

fa 1 t ingion Dy inc .National Doaro "i
g ML Farm Organizations.

, One of the yonngest and still
most poweriul ot the greater ra-
tional farm organizations ia the
National Federation of Farm
Bureaus. It originated in the Mid-
dle West in the organization ot a
few local farm bureaus, whose only
purpose at that time was to aid
the local farmer by bringing him
expert advice and modern scientific
agriculture as taught in the agri-

cultural colleges. These bureaus employed a
local or county farm agent at a salary to isit

UDOItai d active arc the growth
"! the tOnr or five years.
In a inn of farm organizations one notes that
they an ughly separable into two sorts of
rgani. s The first is concerned with

general nciples and purposes, originat
ng in t f i - social sense, and some of these,

notably Grange which is the oldest

larmer-member- s on call without cost to
them other than their annual due s of $J.

Looked upon with suspicion and de-

rision at first by practical fanners, the
farm agents very quickly overcame these
prejudices and the farm bureaus soon
spread from county to county and from
state to state, so that within four m irs

a national organization was formed in
which more than $7 itatei are repre-

sented with a total menibvrship of al-

most a million and with a fund of (200,000
available annuallv for anv work which the

of all,
their m
lowing
Hut br.

SOCKi

into fe
they

de the whole farm family in
r ship and have rituals, fol-custo- m

of secret orders
ing in this local way to meet
tying, they have widened out
ttoni and as they have done so

mmp t KvnriNt th farm
thought on problems and issues that touch
me t.irri inr n.. u.nUK r.

national body undertakes Young as it is
this giant among the farm organizations seems

nival IMM loiiail . I iiui;Kini important bodies of this last men
5?fled i iiacter are the Grange, the Farmers to have found itself and to have developed very

The farmer dc not ttand upon ceremony in hit organization meeting;.
He will uae anything from circus tent to village hall.

definite plans for the future.
Some idea of the influence which the organizations

briefly described here have already had upon the course
of national legislation may be obtained from reading
over a partial list of the measures which they hae
Sponsored and helped to place on the statute bookl
These bodies were a power in urging the creation of
the interstate commerce, they backed postal savings
banks, the pure food laws, parcel post, rural credits,
prohibition and restriction ot immigration.

While it has been necessary to omit reference to
many strong organizations, enough has been set forth
to suggest the extent and earnestm -- s of this move-
ment. It is evident tha has taken firm
root in the soil of the farm and that its growth has
been spontaneous and sincere rather than artificial.

It must be very evident also that these organizations,
representing two-thir- ds of the farmers of the nation,
have invested the agriculturist with a new politu.il
dignity and that the time has passed when the poli-
ticians can wave him away. The farmer himself knows
this and the next Congress will certainly see his
forces in the field behind the broadest legislative pro-
gram ever framed by the agricultural interests.
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Kress and the American Associa
1,,n or VgricuHttral Legislation. The other is pr-
imly md directly concerned with the farmers specific
"nesi and is ve in the ordinary business

tnsc ,,r profit of the members. Of this class are th.
f.ann 1

is or Farmers' Educational and Co-operati- ve

union oi America, the three independent federations
1 N" I of Equity, the National Agricultural So-'"- y.

u, h and advisoroperates more as promoter
W as an actual business in itself. These

cv"a national ve societies have hundreds
of local societies.
, still furth.r distinction mav be made among the

organizations for there arc a number that are not
ru,,y bodies of farmers but confederations of af-- t

! 0(,,t' Pilose national headpiartcrs, ordinarily
' VVUhingtOB, stand for the farm interest and rep-,tfb,fo-

the country. Such arc the National
CnnJ Farm Organizations, the Farmers' National

SZSL andf k a degree, the Farmers' National

lorin
a(1(Iition to these there arc other movements

0j
" Ring up which arc backed by traders and leaders

nance. They are young yet and there has been

operation of elevators, warehouses, fire insurance com
panics, wholesale houses, retail business and the pur
chase or manufacture of goods.

In order to understand the strength of the farmer
politically as well as economically, one will do well to
study the organizations which he has built up. ttOtSM

their scope, their efficiency and the great number of
their members.

One of the typical societies will answer
for all, therefore let us consider the Farmers' Equity-t'nion- ,

out ol the three large Fquity Societies. This

body was organized in 1910 in Illinois and operates
chiefly in the Middle West. It is selected for descrip-

tion over all other like societies because of its unique

feature of central exchanges. The local exchanges are
Offanited at m!l market points and are carefully


